Infusional therapy for post-surgical biliary stones.
A variety of effective non-surgical forms are used for dealing with retained and recurrent biliary stones. These are endoscopic papillotomy, infusional therapy, intraductal laser or electrohydraulic lithotripsy and extracorporeal shock waves. Saline washout or chemical stone dissolution is currently used in high-risk subjects or in cases in which endoscopic papillotomy fails. For many years now drugs that should dissolve stones topically have been tested by direct infusion into the biliary tract. This approach has given better results over the last ten years with the adoption of Monooctanoin (Mo) and more recently Methyl tertbutyl ether (MTBE). Both preparations have their pros and cons, which are weighed.